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thought he was dead. His toes were driven into the earth,
his face was twisted upward and, though his eyes were
open, she couldn't see the pupils of them. When, having
felt him, she knew that he was alive, and had straightened
his body, laying him on his back and propping him with
leaves and branches, she had understood that his weight
was more than she could hope to lift down to the boat,
and, running to the water's edge, had begun to shout for
help. Against the slash of the rain her voice would not
carry; anyone not away at the fire would be sheltered in-
doors. There was nothing for it but to return as she had
come and fetch help. "I didn't think to find him alive
again, Mevrouw," but when she reached the island a
second time with Jacob and a stable-boy, the stiff, propped
figure had shifted, the eyes expressed consciousness, the
lips moved.
Julie knew already the little more that the nurse could
tell, but she did not know in what mood Rupert had under-
gone the ordeal of rowing himself across the upper lake.
The boat's helm had been found lashed over. Pulling
against it with a single scull, he had landed on the island
and allowed the boat to drift away, as though he had in-
tended it to be of no more service to him.
Of the determination that had drawn him to the island
he said nothing, and little of what had passed there. An
attack of dreadful severity had been suffered; the rain had
chilled and stiffened him; he had lost consciousness in
the belief that he would never recover it: this was acknow-
ledged to the doctor. More he would not say, the subject
appearing to have no interest for him. Day and night,
between sleeping and waking, he lay still, Hke an effigy
on a tomb, seeming to regard all who approached his bed-
side as inhabitants of a plane from which he was with-
drawn.
In his own mind was an assurance that, upon the island,
he had made a great part of the voyage of death and been
recalled from it. It was strange to him to hear it said that
he had been unconscious, for, though the experience

